
Bicycle & Scooter Parking
Create secure storage for students’ wheels

Theme: Encouragement, Engineering •  Audience: Students •  School Grade: 1-3, 4-8, 9-12, 

Kindergarten •  Mode: Cycle, Scooter, Skateboard •  Issues: School Culture, School Site

Purpose:
To encourage students to wheel to school by providing secure parking options.

Description:
A designated location within the school site where students can securely store their bikes, scooters and/or 
skateboards. 

Providing a place for students to park their “wheels” at school is a simple infrastructure change to 
encourage more active transportation. There are many different types of parking facility (e.g., racks, 
fenced-in secure areas), and some work for just one type of wheeled option while others work for a 
combination (e.g., racks that can store both scooters and skateboards). 

Bikes and scooters should each be considered separately when determining the amount and type of 
parking needed to adequately serve the student population, and where best to locate it. The resources 
listed below can help a school or school board to navigate the planning, purchase and installation 
process.  

Choosing a good quality design is important, as there are many bike racks on the market that look nice 
but aren’t actually very practical or secure to use! A good storage rack should be anchored to the ground 
and have a structure that supports each bike/scooter to stay upright and enables the owner to lock the 
frame directly to the rack (rather than only locking a wheel). Storage racks should be located in a spot that 
is visible, convenient, accessible, secure, and safe from vehicular traffic.  

Schools can often get better value for money on bicycle and scooter parking installations if it is led by the 
school board or municipality as part of a bulk purchase order, and/or as an incentive for participating in 
local programming.  

What you will need:
A suitable location within the school site. Funds to purchase high–quality storage racks and a contractor to 
install them. 



Help:
Principal and school board staff for installation, parents and community partners for fundraising efforts. 

Resources:
Ride Skate & Scoot: A Guide for School Storage Facilities by Student Transportation Services of Waterloo 
Region

Bike Parking Assessment & Tip Sheet by Safe Routes Partnership

Essentials of Bike Parking by the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals

 

https://www.stswr.ca/walkzone/programs/school-storage-facilities/
https://saferoutespartnership.org/resources/report/school-bike-parking-assessment
https://schooltravel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/BikeParkingTipSheet-web.pdf
https://schooltravel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EssentialsofBikeParking_FINA.pdf
https://schooltravel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EssentialsofBikeParking_FINA.pdf

